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I know it must be some

sort of sacrilege to have something

other than a Sonerai on the cover of a Sonerai Newsletter, but

Gene Mueller’s beautiful Turner T-40 ended up in the shot. Gregg
Erikson took this picture from his Tiger as 1 was demonstrating
the ease with which Sonerai’s can maintain formation while in
knife-edge flight. This 1little trick can really impress people

unfamiliar with our machines. This is probably old hat to most of

you, but there are still Sonerai s taking to the air for the first
time and something 1like this on your first flight is a real

confidence builder.

Once again, this is not your Sonerai
Newsletter. It is your Sonerai Newslet-
ter Re-Up Notice. Apparently most of you
decided that I need to jump through the
hoop one more time in order to get you
back on the 1list. This must be normal
human behavior because I do the same
thing all the time. The Jan-Feb-Mar 92
issue is 1in the works and should be out
on time the first week of January or
80. As in the past, the cost is $12.00 in
the USA and $15.00 overseas. The Newslet-
ter-on-a-disc is going pretty well these
days at $10.00 a copy (IBM style).

N78ES is still out at Lake Lawn
Lodge Airport waiting for it’s last few
flights of the year before coming home,
but we are looking at a cold snowy Sunday
right now. I wusually try to fly on
Nov. 25th which happens to be the anni-
7ersary of it’s first flight, but this
year may be tough. This would make it 13
vears since that day and I guess my life
has changed a bit over that time. I'm on
the last page of N78ES°s third log book,
and writing these articles forces me to
g0 back through them all onece in =

while. If a flight was made with anyone
on board or just in formation, then the
name goes in the book. It's like the
roll call of Hillybilly Heaven to look
back into it some times.

The Escort 110 has found a new
owner., and I have about decided where the
solar cells will be mounted for this next
vear. ( The wing if I use my small ones,
or the turtle deck if I get the larger
flexible ones.) Should be picking up a
handheld Comm this next week or s50. There
is corrosion control to be fought in the
wings and fuselage and a few other mods
to attend to but overall, she is running
good. Back to the airport in early March,
weather permitting, to get ready for trip
# 10 to Sun N Fun. That would make it
about 22,000 miles back and forth there
over the years. It’'s way too slow to be
called Jet lag but there must be another
name for it. Maybe it s time to plot out
another route for a change of scenery,
but whether the winds are good or bad,
it"s hard not to make a bee-line. Tennes-

see i8 50 nice to look at from the air,
T3 hate +a an Famthon Wamd o ..



The Trip to Seward’s Fly-in

We're getting back into pretty old
stuff here for this re-up newsletter. The
year is 1986 and Steve Bennett talked me
into going to the 4th Annual Nebraska
Fly-in at Seward. He was from that part
of the country originally and knew a lot
of the folks in the area. The date was
June 21st and we had been having some
real hot weather but the forecast indi-
cated a change was due so we thought the
weather wasn't going to be too great a
factor.

Steve still had his KR-1 with an
1835 and we d done enough flying together
to know the limits of each aircraft -- in
other words, he had the speed but I had
the cargo carrying ability, so the
airplanes we re loaded proportionally and
we started off into a vreal hot muggy
morning. Our communication ability was
about normal, meaning we couldn’t hear a
word from each other but everyone else
came in fine, so it was hand signals as
usual. Since we were heading into his
territory, I had graciously given him the
go ahead on all communications with
anyone important. I°d fly his wing into
the dust if necessary.

We had an unintentional pit stop at
Tipton, IA for fuel (and you know what)
and came to appreciate Jjust how hot the
day was going to get. It was already in
the 90°s at about 10:00 AM. GSteve had
been flying in and out of Des Moines for
a long time and knew we could get lunch
there so I told him to lead the way. He
said it was an TRSA so we would probably
get radar vectored around a bit and 1
should listen to the Approach and Tower
but let him call us as a flight of two.

So we took off from Tipton and
sweated our way the short flight into Des
Moines. There was a south wind going
along with the high temperatures and we
got the scenic tour of dowmntown Des
Moines as expected then were sequenced in
with the commercial flights but overall,
it seemed this TRSA stuff wasn’t so bad
after all. The plan on the way out was to
just give them a call and then declare
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“negative Stage III" so we could go ¢

our merry way without all the airborne
control stuff. ©Steve used to do it that
way all the time. 8o we got fuel and had
a walk down for lunch to discuss the hot
weather.

Well, when it came time to go we
Just so happrened to be parked literally
at the base of the control tower, so we
got both engines fired up, stuffed
ourselves into the cockpits and sat there
idling while G§teve made the necessary
call on Ground. When he got to the part
about "negative Stage III",things sort of
started to fall apart. The tower was not
giving the type of response that we were
expecting -——- something about this
airspace now being as ARSA not a TRSA and
we had to declare a route and altitude to
cruise at. Steve locked at me and I
looked back with a vague understanding
forming about the differences between the
two types of airspace. At least I had
heard of ARSA"s and therefore tried to
get my two cents in which really confused
the boys up above. I +tried to explain
that I was also with the flight of tw
and had heard of ARSA"s but the tower
guys were not impressed with either one
of us. BSo there we sat! Blip-blip-blip.
I looked up at the big glass windows as
if they were going to crank them open and
vell out instructions. It didn"t happen.

Finally, one of us, and I really
forget which one, asked what we had to do
to get off this airport (if we promised
to never come back). The man said we had
to indicate a direction of flight and a
cruising altitude. Hey, if that’s all
they needed we could do this ARSA
stuff. So BSteve said "West"” and "8000
ft". That seemed like a good direction
but an awfully high altitude to reach
within the 20 mile 1limt of an ARSA when
the temperature was well over 100 F. but
anything sounded good if they would Jjust
let us go. We got off 0.K. without
burning out our engines eand headed off
West with an ear to Departure control.
About every two minutes they would call
for an altitude check and get a mumbled
reply of "2200 ft" followed by "2500 ftk
ete. L
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{ There is no way a VW powered

“airplane is going to get to 8000 feet in
20 miles or 50 miles on a 100 + degree
day in Iowa. S0 when the 20 miles seemed
to be up, we looked to our future not our
past, changed frequencies and pushed on
West.

The fly-in was just starting when we
got there and all I remember is sitting
in the flight office with the air condi-
tioner going and trying to figure out
why it was so hot. The activity finally
picked up and we had a good time with the
other homebuilders. We planned to spend
the evening at Steve s in-laws near Omaha
and prepared for the flight to Flightland
Airport before losing our daylight.
Steve’s most memorable event from the
trip was having his canopy blown open by
a departing aircraft and slammed onto the
wing. The mechanism wasn 't broken enough
to need immediate repairs but it was our
final sign to call it a day.

That night the wvery hot weather
played out it"s song by raising quite
- active thunderstorms. For a Sonerai that
" ad spent most of it’s life in a hanger
it was quite an experience. I didn"t own
a canopy cover at that time and we found
out the next day that dripping wet carbon
microphones don"t work all that well. But
then we had promised not to go back to
Des Moines and -our communications were
non-existant anyway, 80 not much was
lost. The stormy weather did bring in
absolutely some of the best flying
weather either one of us had seen and we
got to play around the cumulus at 3500
ft. with a good 15 to 20 kts. tailwind.
It doesn’t get much better than that.
Postscript --—— For those of you that
feel some of your mini-mods o vyour
Sonerai are usual (you know, the way you
have wired in your radio, or the parking
brake attachments, -- that sort of thing)
it would pay to see Steve's auxiliary
tank fuel pump. On our landing at Iowa
City Airport, he had to make a hot
approach 8ince he had been unable to
transfer his aux. fuel and the CG was at
¢ “he back of the envelope. The aux. pump
‘._aas inop. Actually, his pump was a
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regular automobile diaphram pump mounted
in the panel that was actuated with his
thumb. So to transfer fuel you hand
pumped the stuff one thumb at a time!

I think he could probably do chin-ups
with his thumbs. Be careful if vou shake
Steve’s hand if he’s in a bad mood. I
know I am. ‘

Kitplanes says ——
“Just say No!"

Well we almost made it into Kit-
planes magazine with a Sonerai article
this past few months. The word came from
Dave Martin the Editor that there would
be no articles on the Sonerai until there
was a final cause for Rick Leonard's
Sonerai I accident out at the Davenport
Air Races. The article was all finished
and some of our Sonerai members went out
of their way to have inflight photo’s
taken Jjust for the article after being
interviewed by contributing editor Gary
Jones. If +this is going to be their new
policy for all homebuilts, then there
won't be much to print within a very
short time. We were looking forward to
Gary“s article since he seemed to do a
good Jjob getting a cross section of
Sonerai owners. Their number is -

714-855-8822
At this time I am not privy to the final
report on Rick™s accident, but I don't
think the FAA is going to expose anything
not already known.
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